FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

BENTON

FOUNDATION

ACTIVISTSTO COMMERCE DEPARTMENT: DON'T GIVE AWAY U.S. CYBERSPACE ADDRESS!

Twenty public interest organizations and academics today urged the Commerce Department to think of
the public before giving away the United State’s cyberspace address, “.us.” In aletter addressed to the Acting
Administrator of the National Telecommunications Information Administration (NTIA) the coalition requested
that NTIA:

Prohibit the private, for-profit corporation Network Solutions, Inc. (NSI) from making any changes to the
.us namespace (NSI has recently assumed operational management of .us); and

Commence a new proceeding to focus on the public interest aspects of NTIA’s proposal to re-delegate
management of the .us domain.

The letter states: “NTIA administers the .us ccTLD on behalf of the American people...No one would seri-
ously propose that the United States government smply give away the .us domain, the collective cyberspace iden-
tity of the American people, yet...NTIA may simply dispose of this valuable national resource with little public
debate...At the least, NTIA has a responsibility to ensure that the American people recoup at least some of the
vast potential revenues [the space may generate]. Further public proceedings to consider these issues fully must
take place before any changes take place in the .us space, whether by... NTIA or by unilatera action on the part

In addition to the familiar “generic’ top level domains -- .com, .org, and .net — every country has a two-
letter “country code” top level domain (called a “ccTLD”). The United States' code is “.us” NTIA oversees
management of the .us domain and domain names generally. Most users of .us addresses are state and local gov-
ernments, libraries, and schools, representatives of which are among the signatories. A list of signatories is at-
tached.

In August 2000, NTIA began a proceeding on future management of .us. The comment period closed on
October 6, 2000. In November 2000, NSI assumed operational control of .us from the non-profit organization
that previoudly ran it. (NSI, a subsidiary of publicly traded Verisign, Inc., also operates the .com, .org, and .net
registries.)

Text of the letter is available at the Benton web site, http://www.benton.org/ Policy/US/docletter.html, and the
MAP website, http://www.mediaaccess.org/whats _new/daocletter.html

Since 1981, the Benton Foundation has worked to realize the socia benefits made possible by the public interest use of communications.
Through its projects, the foundation seeks to shape the emerging communications environment in the public interest.
http://www.Benton.org

Media Access Project is atwenty-eight year old non-profit, public interest law firm which promotes the public's First Amendment right to
hear and be heard on the electronic media of today and tomorrow. http://www.mediaaccess.org.
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Contacts. Katharina Kopp, Senior Associate, Benton Foundation, (202) 454-5650, kk@benton.org or Harold
Feld, Associate Director, Media Access Project, (202) 454-5684, hfeld@mediaccess.org.
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20 Signatories of L etter to Department of Commerceregarding .US Namespace,
February 1, 2001

. Alliance for Community Technology 6. Center for Policy Alternatives

(ACT) John Wilcox

Daniel Atkins Staff Attorney

Executive Director 1875 Connecticut Avenue, NW
University of Michigan, School of Suite 710

Information

Jeff Chester

Executive Director

2120 L Street, NW, Suite 200
Washington, DC 20037

202- 331 7833

jeff @cme.org

Washington, DC 20009

3078 West Hall 202-387 6030
Ann Arbor, M1 48109 jwilcox@cfpa.org
atkins@umich.edu
7. Common Cause
. Alliance for Community Media Scott Harshbarger
Bunnie Riedel President
666 11" Street, NW, Suite 806 1250 Connecticut Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 2001 Washington, DC 20036
202-393 1026 202-833 1200
briedel @alliancecm.org
8. Community Technology Centers Network
. American Library Association (CTCNet)
Emily Sheketoff Karen Chandler
Executive Director Acting Executive Director
Washington Office 372 Broadway Street
1301 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW Cambridge, MA 02139
Suite 403 617-354 0825
Washington, DC 20004 kchandler@ctcnet.org
202-628 8421
9. Computer Professionals for Social
. The Benton Foundation Responsibility (CPSR)
Katharina Kopp HansKlein
Senior Associate Chair
950 18™ Street, NW P.O. Box 717
Washington, DC 20006 Palo Alto, CA 94302
202- 638 5770 650-322 3778
kk@benton.org hklein@cpsr.org
. Center for Media Education 10. Consumer Federation of America

Mark Cooper

Research Director
1424 16th Street, NW
Washington, DC 20036
202-387 6121
markcooper@aol.com




11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Consumers Union

Chris Murray

1666 Connecticut Ave, NW, Suite 310
Washington, DC 20009-1039

202-462 6262

murrch@consumer.org

Council of Chief State School Officers
Art Sheeky

One Massachusetts Avenue, NW

Suite 700

Washington, DC 20001

202-326 8689

arthurs@ccsso.org

Electronic Privacy Information Center
(EPIC)

Andrew Shen

1718 Connecticut Avenue, NW

Suite 200

Washington, DC 20009

202-483 1140

shen@epic.org

A. Michael Froomkin
Professor of Law

Miami School of Law
P.O. Box 248087

Coral Gables, FL 33124
305-284 4285
froomkin@law.miami.edu

The George Mason University
Instructional Foundation, Inc.
Michael R. Kelley

President

Mail Stop 1D2

George Mason University
Fairfax, Virginia, 22030-4444
703-993 3100
mkelley@gmu.edu

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Independent Sector

Avi Schaeffer

1200 18" Street, NW

Suite 200

Washington, DC 20036
202-467 6100
Avi@|ndependentSector.org

Media Access Project

Harold Feld

Associate Director

950 18" Street, NW, Suite 220
Washington, DC 20006
202-454-5684
hfeld@mediaaccess.org

National Association of Independent
Schools

Chris Collins

1620 L Street, NW, 11" Floor
Washington, DC

202-973 9715

Collins@nais.org

National League of Cities

Juan Otero

Principal Legidative Council
1301 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20004
202-626 3020

otero@nic.org

OMB Watch

Ryan Turner

Director, Nonprofits Policy and
Technology

Washington, DC

202-234 8494
turnerr@ombwatch.org

For information contact Katharina Kopp, Senior Associate, Benton Foundation, (202) 454-
5650, kk@benton.org or Harold Feld, Associate Director, Media Access Project, (202) 454-5684,

hfeld@mediaccess.org.




