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In Brief: Keep Close Eye On FCC Media Review

Lawmakers To
Unveil USF Bill

Home

By David Hatch

The FCC: A Look At
Recent Orders And  (Tuesday, November 1) The FCC early next year plans to conduct a

Decisions court-ordered review of its rules that limit media ownership -- and public

The DTV Debate: interest groups are seeking strong congressional oversight of the effort.

Recent Coverage

Katrina's Wake: "This is going to be a big fight," said Andrew Schwartzman, president

IThe Tetlecom and chief executive officer of the Media Access Project. "Congress and the
mpac

public are going to have to weigh in as heavily as they did [in 2003] to
Senate Indecency make a difference in an FCC that is going to be dominated by three

Bill To Include ; "
Cable TV Sector Republicans.

gi_”_StFll%ated _0?“ Schwartzman spoke during a panel discussion on minority media issues
P;glteactiozpyrlg sponsored by the Leadership Conference on Civil Rights Education Fund.
Lawmakers Move FCC Chairman Kevin Martin, a Republican, is expected to initiate the

To Reform E-Rate . . L.
review after the White House names two new GOP commissioners to the

Martin Seeking To  agency, giving Martin a 3-2 majority. That would make it easier for Martin

R USF .
evamp to push his deregulatory agenda.

NAB Taps Beer
Lobbyist As New

- . The FCC's reassessment would follow its 2003 relaxation of the media
Chief Executive

ownership restrictions. That action, spearheaded by then-FCC Chairman
Hg:,’vs?:cill(' gﬁkes Michael Powell, drew considerable fallout from advocacy groups, citizens
Video Service and lawmakers, including prominent Republicans. In 2004, the 3rd U.S.
Circuit Court of Appeals overturned the FCC's rules.

Ensign Expects '06
Action On Revised

Telco Bill That means the FCC must revisit how many radio or television facilities one

Ensign Bill Would comp_a_ny may own in a single corr.1ml_m|ty, as well as the right to own radio,

Deregulate television and newspaper properties in the same market.

Telecom Market

ECC Chairman A key priority of the Media Access Project and other watchdogs is changing

Stands Firm On the so-called UHF discount. The discount tabulates UHF television stations

E-911 Rules -- channels 14 to 67 -- as being half the size of VHF stations -- channels 2 Advertisement
The ‘Brand X' to 13 -- when calculating the national cap on the audience reach of network

Decision: High

Court Backs ECC owned-and-operated TV stations.

FCC: High Speed In early 2004, Congress upped the cap from 35 percent of television
Internet Usage Up 1, ;seholds to 39 percent. Schwartzman said the cap will not be part of the

34 Percent
FCC's media ownership review because lawmakers have spoken on the
U.S. Drops Again :
In Broadband ISSU€.
Ranking

"This is archaic," Schwartzman said of the UHF discount -- noting that UHF
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stations once were difficult to receive via broadcast, but that cable has put
them on a par with VHF.

"This 50 percent discount allows vastly greater ownership than would
otherwise be the case," he said. In particular, he noted that the UHF
discount benefits Paxson Communications and the Sinclair Broadcast
Group. In particular, he noted that the UHF discount benefits Paxson
Communications and the Sinclair Broadcast Group.

Schwartzman said changing the UHF discount is important because UHF
stations are less expensive to own than VHF ones, creating more
opportunities for minorities.

Watchdog groups, meanwhile, are weighing in with Congress on related
concerns.

On Oct. 12, the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops sent a letter to Senate
Commerce Chairman Ted Stevens, R-Alaska, urging him to mandate
public interest obligations for broadcasters as part of pending digital
television legislation.

"The Catholic bishops are concerned that, with the imminent conversion to
all-digital broadcasts, the already limited amount of religious programming
will decline even further," the letter said.
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PoLicy COUNCIL: SPONSORED LINKS

The organizations below are paying members of National Journal's Policy Council. These
links, which are included based on relevance to this article, do not involve the National
Journal Group editorial staff.

BellSouth
-BellSouth Boosts Fiber Deployment Following FCC Order

-Update: Hurricanes Katrina and Rita

AT&T

-Intercarrier Compensation Reform

IBM

-Health IT: Improving Healthcare

AARP

-Press Release: NASUCA's Petition for Declaratory Ruling Regarding

Truth-in-Billing and Billing Format

CTIA - The Wireless Association
-Antenna & Towers Siting

-Digital Television Transition

Cox Enterprises
-Circuit Switch to VolP Evolution Plan

-Comments on the Appropriate Regulatory Treatment for Cable Modem

Services

Siemens
-Expert Contact: Mark Esherick

-Internet Protocol (IP) Based Services

CompTel
-House Broadband Bill Creates Internet Gatekeepers

-COMPTEL Disappointed with Revised Draft Legislation
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